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HINTS FOR A SYSTEM 
| | or | 
DUCATION, 
: : FOR 4 | — F 
EMALE ORPHAN-HOUSE. i 
| IN A LETTER TO: | , | 
MRS. PETER-LATOUCHE i 
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There are very few trades for wouxx; the MEN have uſurped two- = 
thirds of thoſe that uſed to belopg to them; the remainder are over- -* ' nl 
ſtocked, and there are few reſources for them, _ Z f 
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_ =P So weak, fo unprotected is ure 

-W | So conſtantly expos'd, fo very helpleſs ; 
| That did not Heay'n itſelf enjoin compaſſion, - 
$3 Yet human policy ſhou'd make us kind, ; 


I 8 - 


Fx [- 5. Leſt we ſhould need the pity we refuſe. | | 
. | . „ HaxxnAH Mozs. 
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: You will, perhaps, be ſurpriſed to find your- | + 
ſelf addreſſed by one who cannot boaſt te 


honor of your perſonal acquaintance. But | 
your virtues have familiarized you to me. be 
Hence I feel myſelf emboldened to take this 
liberty. But do not imagine, Madam, that I 
am about to wound your ear with praiſe. 
uman praiſe cannot be. grateful to her who 
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is a candidate for eternal glory, and who has 


ſent up her claim to the throne of the Al. 
mighty, upon the 55 N. inge of the > aan oſs. 


But I ſhall not detain you 1 from the 
| object of this letter. 


During my abſence laſt year from this Eing- 
dom, an Orphan-Houſe aroſe, at the voice of 


charity, in the vicinity of this city. This 


houſe, I find, is to be peopled with female chil- 
dren who have been long fed by your bounty, 


and whoſe little hands are daily raiſed to bleſs 
vou. 


I am ignorant of your plan for the 1 
tion of this houſe, but preſume it is calculated 
to promote mental cultivation and a ſpirit of 


induſtry; to inſpire an horror of vice, and a 
love of virtue“. 


— 


Suppoling 


Mr. 100 tells us, that i in ſeveral of tlie cantons 
of Switzerland he did not find a ſingle felon in the priſons. 
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| doo my conjecture to be well founded, 
I ſhall take leave to ſubmit to your conſidera- 
tion a few hints for the expanſion or your: 


pin.” 1 
I have long ee the There of 2 


induſtry as too confined ; and one of the wiſhes” 


neareſt to my heart, is to fre. it. enlarged. . 
« The few employments open. to women. (fays 


„c Mrs. Wollſtonecraft,) ſo far from being 


« « liberal, are menial.” »Icould not expect that 
a voice ſo feeble as mine would be heard in the 
ſenate of the nation, — but perhaps it may find 
attention within the walls of the temple to 
charity, of which zou. have laid the founda- 


tion. 


e The * wieks of it is, ow he) the 1 care 


© «that is taken to give children, even the pooreſt, 2; moral 


« and religious education.” State of Priſons, p. 108. 1. 
truſt, chat the example of the Orphan - Houſe which has 


given birth to this letter, may produce, i in this kingdom, 


an effect ſimilar to that of the wiſe policy of the Swiſs, 
thus honorably noticed by the priſoners” friend. 


- Seconda, Eterno padre, 
Cos! belle ſperanze! | 
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tak. I ſhall raiſe it, whatever may be its 


, 
* 


The idler is the object of the tempter. 


Whoever has enquired into the hiſtory of the 


fallen part of your ſex, muſt have traced the 


cauſe of their degradation to idleneſs. This 
idleneſs, from which the misfortunes of ſo 
. many miſerable females flow, is occaſioned by 


the paucity of arts for the employment of 


women; or rather by the ſtubborn prejudices 
which ſhackle their hands. By increaſing, then, 


the ſphere of their activity, ſeveral thouſand 
lovely forms may be ſaved from the ſpoiler, 


and the intereſt and happineſs of ſociety CON- 


ſiderably promoted. An example is wanting. 


Set one, Madam. Let not an erin tn crown 
WE 855 only object of e ambition. 


* 


But I 7 — promiſed you a few hints. I ſhall 


proceed to give them. 
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On the ſubject of mental Edukten, 1 ſhall - 


be ſilent, 1 preſume your reading has ex- 
tended to every work upon that fubject from 
the fanciful Rouſſeau, to the philoſophic Ma- 
cauley ; and that the eſſence of all thoſe plans 


enters into the compoſition of your's. Your 


plan, I am ſure, does not go to raiſe the mind 
of the children charity above the ſituation 
in life in which it is probable they may be 
placed; nor to condemn them to penury of 


ideas. It will teach them, I doubt not, to 


think, and furniſh them with materials for the 
exerciſe of thought. Though ignorant of 
your plan, I ſhall not heſitate to pronounce 
it FOUGHT 1 in reaſon. _ 


Paſſing over mental, I ' ſhall proceed to 
MANUAL EDUCATION ; the ſubject to „ * 
mall now * beg Your attention. een ds > 
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It i is evident from the texture of the Eh | 
frame, that it was never intended for exertions 
of great body ſtrength. The club appeared 
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as, ridiculous in the hand of Dejanira, as the 


diſtaff in that of Hercules. Our employments 


f ſhould . proportioned to the powers which 
they call inte action, whether mental or cor- 

poreal. By obſerving this rule, we ſhall al- 
ways be equal to our reſpective underiakings. 


It is ſeldom, indeed, we ſee women engaged 


* AC ® «+ 0 

in taſks:cxceeding their corporeal powers; but 
we often find men employed in manual la- 
bours to which women are, in every reſpect, | 


equal. To ſuch labours women have a pre- 


ſumptive right. It reſts with you, Madam, 


to eſtabliſh; that right by making thoſe arts, 
to which the female powers are adequate, con- 


| ſtitute a part of the plan of education for : 
your Orphan. Houſe. Your diſcernment would 


direct your notice to the arts to which I allude, 
and profeſſors of thoſe arts might be induced 


to give their attendance, occaſionally, either by 


the promiſe of reward, or by the hope of en- 


37 Joying. the luxury of Fu good. 


tx £4 


upon a few of chem. - 


not created | 


„ 

I ſhall not, Madam, enter into an enumera- 
tion of the arts which ſeem to me calculated 
for female powers: I ſhall rt briefly nn 


” Miderifery claims our firſt notice fro its 


conſequence to human exiſtence. | Mrs. Woll. 


ſtonecraft after obſerving, that women were 


* 2 
. % 


« To ſuckle fools and chronicle ſmall beer,“ 


— 


continues; Women might certainly ſtudy 


< the art of healing, and be phyſicians as well 


« as nurſes. And midwifery, ſays ſhe, de- 


* cency ſeems to allot to them, though I am 


« afraid the word midwife, in our diction- 


« aries, will ſoon give place to accoucheur, 


” and one proof of the former delicacy of the 
c ſex be effaced from the language.“ I ſhall 
| confeſs myſelf of the fame opinion, and to 

have the ſame. fears of this able advocate f for 
the rights of her ſex. SM 


I would | 
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I would totally exclude men from the toi-. 
lets of the fair. Delicacy ſhould bar the door. 


A man is not neceflary to prepare a lady for 


conqueſt; a woman is fully equal to the im- 
portant taſk, and I ſhould think more equal 
to it than a man. A female only ſhould be 
allowed to paſs a comb through the hair of a 
female ; ; it requires not the ſtrength of a man 
to urge it, and the taſte of a female ſhould beſt 


| know how to conduct it, particularly when 


„ Awful beauty puts on all its arms. 


In the rude days of Homer, the dreſſing- room 


of a lady was her ſanctum ſanctorum: even her 
maid was not allowed to aſſiſt at her toilet. 


In conformity to this cuſtom, the Grecian 


bard makes Juno retire, unattended, to pre- 


pare her charms to oppoſe the wiſdom of Jove. 


Swift to her bright apartment ſhe repairs, | 
| Sacred to dreſs, and beautyꝰs pleaſing Cares. 
With ſkill divine had Vulcan form'd the bower, 
Safe from acceſs of each intruding power, | 


| Touch'd 


{I 


Touch'd with her feeret key, the doors anfold 3 
Self-clos'd behind her ſhut the valves of gold. 
ere firſt ſhe bathes ; and round her body. pours , 


Soft oils of fragrance, and ambroſial ſhowers. | 
ene? ladies ought. to be znftrudted i in the 
elegant accompliſhments, ſuch as Drawingy 
Dancing, and Muſic, by profeſſors of their 
own ſex. Experience | teaches us, that females 
are capable of reaching the higheſt degree oft 
excellence i in thoſe arts. And we, alſo learn 
from experience, the danger which attends 
the allowing of a dancing-maſter to preſs the 
ſoft hand of his ſcholar in the mazes of a mi- 
nuet; or a muſic-maſter to languiſh and ſigh 
over his pupil at an harpſicord, throwing a 
tender expreflion .into his voice, while he ac- 
companies her in an air, and occaſionally look- 
ing unutterable thingt. Abelards and St. Preux' $ 
are not wanting amongſt the modern profeſſors 
of the clegant ROME 


Within my memory, the art "3 Sings. 
making has been wreſted from the women, 


and 
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and given to the men. Now: T can conceive 
nothing more indecent than the permitting . 
the touch and eye of a rude artizan, to uſurp 
the facred rights of an huſband. But I am 
afraid to enlarge on this ſubje& leſt I ſhould 
forget that I am addreſſing myſelf to a lady. I 
ſhall only add, let the art of Stay-making be 
reſtored to thoſe who are privileged, by mo- 
deſty, to exerciſe it. When I thüs endeavour 
to reſtore this art to the women, it may be 


preſumed I do not think with Swift chat 1 


| Florimel wears iron ſtays, | 


— 


A fteel-ribb'd bodice. 


— 1 
* Y — 
* 
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If 1 thought ſo, I ſhould leave the art where 


the farcaſtic Dean infinuates he found . 


In Geneva, I believe, it is cuſtomary to em- 
ploy women in making certain parts of a Watch. 


1 ſhould be glad to ſce them employed in the 


3 ĩ · m 
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fame way here, if Iriſh watches ſhould ever 


* 


| be ſought for in foreign market. 3 | 
: . 2 p 5 4 6:4 of 9 f 


The women ſeem to aſſert an excluſive right 
to the art of Embroidery. I think they have 
an equal claim to throwing the Shuttle: The 
Dames of antiquity engrofled thoſe arts; and . 

| the Goddeſs, of Wiſdom patroniſed them. 
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lere, Madam, permit me to bring to your re- | 
collection, Homer's: beautiful picture of Pe. 4 
nelope, 10 s 20 3 


| While ſhe, laborious in deluſion; ſpree I 
The ſpacious loom, and mix'd the various thread. | 2 . 

The works of the Hon. Mrs. er, and 9 

the late Counteſs of Clanbraſſil, are exiſting | 


| proofs of the ability with, which a female hand if 
can. uſe the Chiſſel, or turn the Lathe. And 
Mrs. | Wright) s power over Wax, is almoſt | I 


HE 


SE, 9 
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$ Sir William Temple. who expreſſes wth | | 
| : ſolicitude for the employment of the lower 
claſs of females in Ireland, ſays, No women 


er axe apter to ſpin it (flax) well than the Iriſh, | | 
. who: labouring little in any kind with their 
hands, have their fingers more ſupple and 

4+ ſoft than other women of the poorer condi- 

„ tion among us.” I with that our female 
peaſantry; availing themſelves of this happy 
gesibility of finger, would increafe the number 
ox 5 es 
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4 . The ſpinſters and the knitters in the ED 
| . And the free maids chat weave their threads with bones.“ 


The laſt line of this quotation reminds me, 
that conſiderable ſums of money are annually 
ſent out of this kingdom to Mechlin and other | 
parts of Flanders, for the article of Thread-Lace, 
which might be equally well made here by 
the:wives and daughters of the working-claſs 
of our mechanics. Indeed, I believe, there is 
A ſiſterhood of Moravians 1 in this city, employ- 
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ed in chat way; but the ſcale of their inſt 
tution is too ſmall, and their funds too incon- | 
fiderable to afford a ſufficient ſupply. for the 
_ conſumption even of the Dublin market. , As 
Thread-Lace is an article of general uſe, it 
would give employment to females in every 
part of the kingdom. oe 


If I were to take a more comprehenſive view 
of my ſubje&, I could name ſeveral little ar- 
ticles of taſte, in ſtraw, in wood, and in ivory, 
ON which the Ingenuity of women might be 
ſucceſsfully exerciſed, and for which we are 
now obliged to have recourſe to the Engliſh 
and other markets; while the women who 
might be thus employed, are maar to 
barter their honor * bee 28 

Amongſt the articles to which I allude, are 
Straw-Baſkets for fruit and other purpoſes, im- 
ported from Switzerland. How many delici- 
ous hours have I ſpent amidſt a group of fe- 

23 6 "Saks" 


3 x. 


Kite & da the romantic boidens of the lake of 
Geneva, watching the progreſs of hats and 
baſkets f in ſtraw, 3 d liſtening to the artleſs \ 
tales and' ſimple melodies of thoſe. children BE 
clegant 6mplicity ! | 


Having thus briefly pointed out a few occu- 
pations for the exerciſe of female induſtry 
and ingenuity, I ſhall haſten to conclude this 
letter. On the ſubject which induced me to 
take up my pen, I ſhall not add any thing 
more. But I muſt beg leave to expreſs a wiſh, 
Madam, that you would endeavour to make 
the benevolence of your female friends, a 
little more active. Prevail upon them, Madam, 
to defraud the toilet and the morning viſit of 
a few hours in the week, to devote, with Sa- 
maritanic philanthropy, to the care of the 
widow, the orphan, and the decayed mechanic. 
Leet them aſſiſt you in exploring the habitation 
of miſery, and in making the widow's heart 
1 IS ” Joy. Let them Join with you in 
„ 


-- "6 ) 


calling * the talents of the orphan and ; 


in directing thoſe talents to their proper 


objects. Let them accompany you through 
the ſick- ward, and ſee that the diſpenſers of 
public bounty do not abuſe their truſt.— Tell | 
them, Madam, that the loftieſt dames of the 


voluptuous Court of France were once fo 


occupied *. Tell them, that active benevo- 5 
lence is its own reward. Tell them, that the 


moment their ſine feelings ſhall become intereſt» 
ed either in the Orphan- Houſe, or in the 
hoſpital, that they will thank you for relieving 
them from the ennui of an inſipid morning 
| viſit. . But do not fail to tell them, Madam, 


from your own experience, that the acts of . 
charity of the morning, give a poignancy to 


the pleaſures of the evening. Tell them all 
this, Madam, and they will become your 
fellow labourers in the vineyard. 


5 The fannie of St. * 2 for many * the a 
reſort of 


ny The gay, Leedtions proud.” 
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As friend to the inflituti 


which you are 
foſtering, allow me to embrace this public 
opportunity of offering my thanks to the 
Rev. Mr. Kirwan for the. benefits it has re- 
ceived from the influence of his matchleſs 
eloquence, which, upon all occaſions, flows 
in a ſtream rich as Pactolus. And here let me 
expreſs a trembling hope, that the calamitous 
ſlate of the times may not, on the 28th 
inſt. leſſen the influence of that eloquence, and 
oblige you either to diminiſh or diſperſe your 
little flock. It ſhould be remembered in this 
awful moment, when the ſword of the 
Almighty ſeems ſuſpended over our heads, 
that a few acts of charity may avail ſomething 
towards averting the ſtroke. 1 55 


But I ſhall not detain you longer from your 
works. Proceed in the path you. have 


taken. And when it ſhall pleaſe Heaven to” 
_ remove 
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remove you, your grave 
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MaDAM, 


eſpect, 
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